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Fatal Vehicle vs. Pedestrian  
Location of Incident: Highway 95 at mile marker 14, Somerton, Arizona 
 
On Monday, October 6, 2014 at approximately 5:30 a.m. the Yuma County Sheriff’s Office received a report of 
a vehicle versus pedestrian collision on Highway 95 at approximately mile marker 14.   
 
The investigation at the scene revealed that a pedestrian was crossing northbound on Highway 95 west of 
County 16th Street when he was struck by a red 2005 Ford F-150 that was traveling westbound.  A passerby in 
a white 2002 Ford F-150 traveling eastbound on Highway 95 observed the pedestrian down on the road way in 
the west bound lanes, turned around and parked on the north shoulder of Highway 95 and activated its 
emergency flashers. A short moment later, the pedestrian was struck a second time by a white 2013 Nissan 
Frontier pick-up traveling westbound that was unaware of the previous collision involving the pedestrian in the 
roadway. 
 
The pedestrian identified as, Mr. Jose Luis Varela Castillo, 68, of Somerton, sustained fatal injuries and was 
pronounced deceased at the scene. The next of kin has been notified. 
 
The driver of the red, Ford, Mrs. Paula Varela, 43, of Somerton, did not sustain any injures as a result of the 
collision. 
 
The driver of the white Nissan, Mr. Gustavo Mondragon, 35, of Somerton, did not sustain any injuries as a 
result of the collision. 
 
Alcohol does not appear to be a contributing factor in the collision.  
 
This case remains under investigation.  Anyone with any information concerning this investigation is asked to 
contact the Sheriff’s Office at (928) 783-4427 or 78-CRIME to remain anonymous. You can also visit our 
website at www.yumacountysheriff.org to submit an anonymous tip. 
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