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An Answer to the Housing Shortage . . . . And More Relief in Sight. ...
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AGED NEGRO FIRES BLAST
FROM SHOTGUN AT OFFICER

The Yuma Daily Sun
Wednesday, February 4, 1948

Deputy Sheriff Akers Slain at Parker

*®

NEAR RAILROAD STATION
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PARKER, Feb. 4—(UP)—Walter Akers, 37-vear-old |
Yuma county deputy sheriff, was fatally wounded by a blast |
from a shotgun in the hands of an aged Negro bootblack |

’ here last night.

The shooting occurred when Akers attempted to help
Constable Jack Harold place the Negro, John Franklin, 75,

under  arrest

early today in the Parker In-
dian Agency hospital.

It was the second slaving
of a Yuma county sheriff’s

deputy in 10 days. Sylvester
Villa, 60, was fatally wounded the
night of Jan. 24 in the Yuma raill-
road }'ﬂf".‘ by 27 Vear old 't._\'
Marvin Graves who was captured
after a night long pursuit In the
desert. Graves has been charged
with first degree murder.

AKery Ilﬂ“‘l’ nll ‘idl\' had
threatened o shoot a Santa Fe
Rallroad conductor when he re-
fused 1o let the Negro board a
passcnger train at the Parker sta-
tion "because he was drunk and
carryving the shotgun”

HArold Was on duty at the time
and telephoned Akers for help in
arresting Franklin. Franklin had
left the station and was walking
toward Parker's Main street when
AKkers drove up, Harold was try-
ng o approach Franklin from
the rear.

AS AKers slepped from his car,
Franklin fired at him with the
shotgun, according to witnesses,
The charge struck the deputy in
the head. He was rushed to the
hospital where he died at 12:55

A, about an hour and a half
after the shooting.

Franklin was arrested by Har-

old and placed in the Indian
Agency Jall. The Negro recently
mmplolul A FX months' sentence
in the Yuma (‘nuni)‘ Jall for a
minor law infraction Upon his
release he returned to Parker
where he operated a shoeshine
stand in a barber shop

Akers is survived by his widow
and a seven-year-old son. He was
.I&d(ﬂ(‘d 1o the Parker area three
years ago. His slayer has no
family,

Akers was barn 1n Oklahoma in
(Continued an Pacse A

AKers  didf

AGED NEGRO

(Continued from Page 1)
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1912, coming to Tempe, Ariz.,, at
the age of four with his parents
He had been engaged in Jaw en-
forcemnent work for the past ten
years, having served with the Ari-
Zona "i}.:h\'t'ﬂ}' Patrol prior to
Joining the county sherif{’'s office
Jan. 1, 1945.

He is survived by his wife, Lo-
la, a son, Harley, and four sis-
ters, Mrs. E. R. Barmore, Yuma,
Mrs. Edith Lindley and Mrs. Pearl
Atcon, Phoenix, and Mrs. Jewel
Tribult, Los Angeles.

According to Yuma county jail
records Franklin was sentenced
May 23, 1947 to six months in
jail on an assault charge and serv-
¢d the full time. He operated a
bootblack stand in the “Toots"
Haile barber shop, it was said,
and it was to Haile that he sur-
rendered following the shooting
last night.






