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FILE COUNT
OF MURDER;

AKERS DEATH

Aged Negro Brought
Here to Face

Slaying Charge

Charges of murder of Walter
Akers, 37-vear-old Yuma county
depuly sheriff, shot at Parker
Tuesday evening, were filed this
morning in  Justice court here
against John Franklin, ¥5-vear-old
Negro.

A coroners Jury, following an
inquest conducted by Justice ol
Pcace Ollie Hamilton at Parker
yesterday, returned the unaninous
verdict that Akers died from a
gun shot wound in the region of
the head. The iInquest was alt-
tended by Lewis Ingraham, deputy
county attorney, and Sheriff Jack
Beard. Franklin was brought to
the county jail vesterday.

Sheriff Beard stated that inves-
tigation conducted vesterday at
Parker reveals that Franklin, now
being held in the county jail, stat-
ed he held an old grudge against
AKers and Constable Jack Harold,
the arresting otficer

Franklin served six .nonthsg in
the county jall last vear on
charges of assaulting a bartender
of Parker at gun-point, and he
has served several jail sentences
on drunk charges.

Custody of Franklin brings the
total of suspected murderers in
the county jail to three, along
with Ray Marvin Graves, charged
with murder: of Deputy Sheriff
Sylvester Villa, and Pedro Lopez,
alleged slaver of Edgar Harris,
who is now being returned by of-
ficers from EIl Paso, Tex.




