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At Parker Says He

“6-year -(pld
arraignment in

John Franklin.
gro, appeared for

Superior court yesterday afternoon

shouting to the court officials,
law officers and a handful of
terested attorneys and spectators,
“I1 have the Lord and the Devil,
Judge. I don’'t need no lawyer.”

Aged Negro Accused of Slaying Officer

\ e-

in- |

The Yuma Sun
Friday, February 20, 1948

Needs No Lawyer

ing his three-week’'s growth of
greying beard and covering fre-
quent coughs which he said were
brought on from working in coal
mines in 1895, He also sald he be-
"gan shining shoes in Yuma county
in 1914, working in Somerton and
' Yume. Scene of the alleged mur-

Charged with murdering Walter | ~der was Parker where he was

Akers, Yuma county deputy sher-
1ff on Feb 4, Franklin carefreely
accepted Judge Kelly's appoint-
ment of Bryant W. Jones and Joe
D. Mansfield as counsellors for the
defense.
¢ oughs Frequently

Attired in a grey brush-wool
sweater and faded levis, the small |
statured and aged boot-black
spent the 10 minutes preceding his

appearance hetore the court strok- |

*employed as a boot-black at a
barbel shop.

i Immediately before being ar-
|ra|gned and during hearing of
~another case, Franklin was taken
_to the courthouse hall by Sheriff
“Jack Beard for a drink of water.
Sheriff Beard was forced to lead
“him back by the arms as he shout-
ed, “1I ain't afraid, not even of
death " and at first refused to re-

(Continued on Page 6)

Aned Negro

antinued from Page 1)
turn o the courtroom, |
Following an  explanation h_vf
Judge Kelly of Franklin's right to |
demand the court to appoint dv-;
fense attornevs and being told he |
could call in any witnesses to his |

alleeod crime, l"'lunklin waved his |
arms and chuckled, “Judge, let the |
L.ord be my lawyer. 1 don't ne ml'
no lawyer.” Finally he consented |
tao Judee Kellv's suggested ap-
pointment ot an attorney with
“Well, Judge, 1 guess vyou Know |
better than I do.” :

Judge Kelly then called a five
minute recess, during which time

Attornevs Jones and “mﬂull'
were contacted and accepted the |
court s appointiment as H?l.ll‘lﬂt'"lil'ﬂ‘
for the detense,

The session was finally mljnllrn
ed ‘'with time for plea of the de-
fendant continued to Feb, 20 al
1:30 o'elock



