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OUR TIME

Ernie Pyle remembered
at World War Il Memorial

SCRIPPS HOWARD NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON Tucked
among a registry of more than
L5 million veterans at the new
World War II Memorial, being
officially dedicated Memori;
Day \n kend. is the name of a

who (Iwc! with the troops nes
60 vears ago
Rail-thin,

balding, chain
smoking war correspondent
Ernie Pyle eschewed the story of
the day, military propaganda
and terminology in favor of sim
ple, lyrical 1.000-word dispatches
that gave readers insight into
the lives of evervday grunts.
Pyle described mousy sol-
diers with a talent for eluding
gunfire. He talked about life
aboard an aircraft carrier whose
inhabitants had
woman
He introduced readers to one
rather unhygienic soldier with a
talent for
dier was

ger to be clean

Pyle wrote. “They just

give him time to wash, They
keep him too busy fixing
things

» Excerpts

a battlefield. I
1944:

he afternoon was tense. and
full of caution and dire little

might-have-beens.
andering up a dirt

infantrymen
alongside in a
ditch, their turn to
advance. They always squat like
that when they're close to the
front

Suddenly German shells
started banging around us. |
jumped into a ditch between a
couple of soldiers and squatted
Shells were clipping the hedge.
tops right over our heads and
crashing into the next pasture

Then suddenly exploded
not with a crash, but witha ring
as though you'd struck a high
Imuw\ bell. The debris of burned

iding came showering down
us. My head rang, and my
ht ear couldn't hear anything
The shell had struck behind
us, 20 feet away. We had been
saved by the earthen bank of the

where the

were squattir

rij

hedgerow. It was the next day
before my ear returned to
normal
soldier
1 couple

of feet and
asked, you war
correspondent”

I said 1 was, and he said, |
want to shake vour hand.” And

he reached around the bush and
we shook hands

That's all either of us said. It
didn’t occur to me until later
that it was a sort of an unusual
experience. And | was so addled
by the close explosions that [ for
got to put down his name

WHAT'S HAPPEN

The Yuma Cha
meets at 2 pn. on the third
Thursday of every month at the
Yuma Adult Center, 160 E. 15t St
Members also meet for a no-host
breakfast from 8 109 a.m. Satur
days at ). Jay's Restaurant
S. 4th Ave., next to the p
ice. All national AARP mem
1l guests are invited
For more information, call

iter of AARP

Almost Yumans
Almost
the Good
noon the
month at
S. 4th Av
tion. cal

Yumans chapter of
Sam Club meets at
first Tuesday of each
s Restaurant 1
informa

more

Ballroom da
Weekly senior ballroom
dances with live band music will
be held from 7 to 9 p.m. Wednes.
days through the summer at the
Yuma Adult Center, 160 E. 1st St
Admission is §2
For more information about
the Yuma Recreation Division's
activities for seniors, visit the
Adult Center or call 373-5245 or
373-5243.

Elder abuse hot line

If you suspect adult abuse.
neglect or financial exploitation,
call Adult Protective Services at
1-877-767-2385 or TDD
1-877-815-8390. Locally, call
the Yuma Police Department at
783-4421 or Yuma County
Sheriff's Office at 783-4427.
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» Columnist died
in the line of duty

One of his most lauded col-
umns was about the death of the
beloved Capt. Waskow in [taly in
944. Waskow, in his mid-20s,
was like a father to his troops
By the light of a full moon,
mules carried down the bodies
of Waskow and four others
When Waskow was unlashed
from his mule, one soldier after
he next went up to the body. “I
sure am sorry, sir.” the last man
said

The troops loved him, and he
loved them.” said David Stol
berg. a retived executive with
the EW m;m\(uzmuu\ Ih
got to the core of the dogf
how they were living .um Eha
they were thinking they
missed their home and sweet
hearts. The boredom of war and
the adrenaline of war. He got it
all down

Pyle carried on a literary love
affair with his subjects, writing
poetically about the

maost

humble infantryman, but the
tragedy of young men going to
war ate at him

At first an aviation columnist
and it orrespondent
for the Scripps Howard Newspa
per Alliance, Pyle began cover
ing the war in November 1942 in
North Afr He was killed by a
sniper April 18, 1945, in le Shi
ma. near Okinawa. He was 44,
but looked years older

Soldiers who discovered his
body found with it a draft of
Pyle’s last columm, describing
the horrors of seeing the dead, in
winter and summer, “in such
monstrous infinity that you
come almost to hate them
o vou at home they are col
umns of figures, or he is a near
one who went away and just
didn't come k ... We saw
him. saw him by the multiple
thousands. That's the dif-
ference..

from some of his vivid writings

“rom Paris
tion of the city
i

era
28,

upon the 1it
Dated Au

aris are very
hey were packed on
The women il
hite or red

wide,
each side
brightly dressed in

blouses and peasant
skirts, with flowens in their hair
and big. flashy earrings. Every

body was throwin;
As our

lowers
jeep eased thru the

crowds, thousands of peoj

crowded up, leaving only a nar-

row corridor, and frantic men,
men and children grabbed us

and  Kissed us and shook our
nds and beat on our shoulders
slapped our backs and
uted their joy as we passed. 1

was in a jeep with Henry Gorrell
of the United Press, Capt. Carl
Pergler of Washington, D.C.. and
Corpl. Alexander n of
Amherst. Mass, We all got Kissed
until we were literally red in
face, and I must say we enjoyed
it

Once when the jeep was sim
ply swamped in human traffic
and had to st we were
swarmed over and hug; |

Evervbody

insisted on

and torn at
girls

Kissed

even beautifu

Kissing vou on both cheeks
Somef I got started Kis
babies that were held up b;
parents. and for a while [

like a

going down the
that [ hadn’t shay
and was gray-bearded as
bald-headed, made no difference
Once when we came 10 a stop
some F hman told us there
were still snipers shooting

Gila Mountain Sams
The Gila Mountain Sams
chapter of the Good Sam Club
camps on the second Tuesday of
the month. both locally and in
Mexico. For more inf tion,

call 3432112 o 1600

put our steel helmets back

[]

On leaving Europe.
Sept. 5, 1944

This is the last of these col
umns from Europe. By the time
vou read this. the old man will
be on his way back to Ame
After that will come a lon
And after the rest
You never o1l

Undoubtedly this
vou fo be a funny time for a fel
low to be quitting the war. Itis a
funny time. But I'm not leaving
wse of a whim, or even espe-
Ily because I'm homesick

Dated

ca
g. long
well,

seems (o

I'm It wing for one reason
only — & \1-‘ I have just got to
ve had it they say in
the Army. | have had all I ean
t i a whike

29 months overseas

war started; have writ

ten around 700,000 words about

it; have totaled nearly a vear in
the front lines.

1 do hate terribly to leave

r t now, but I have given out

I've been immersed in it too

long. My spirit is wobbly and my

confused. The hurt has

become too great
1 sudden it seen

1w man, |

+ more

yuld go off my nut. And if 1 had
10w mare column I'd col
lapse. S0 I'm on my way

nay be that a few months of
ill restore somie vim to
pirit, and | ean go war hors.
ing off to the Pacific. We'll see
little New Mexico sun

ses along that line

Yuma Roadrunners
Roadrunners run

g club meets at 7 "

Wednesday at Smucker

S. Avenue A_ All

els are welcome. For more infor

mation, call Wendy Reinhart at
21

)

WHEN ARIZONA WAS YOUNG
Early jail escapes common

BY FRANK LOVE

he Yuma Territorial Prison didn't exist

in 1873 when Canuto Soto and a number

of other criminals demonstrated several

times how easy it was to break out of
Yuma's jail

The lockup was an adobe structure, Soto and
Manuel Fernandez who were awaiting trial for
murder demonstrated the weakness of the jail on
Sunday. Jan. 5. Using a piece of a broken file, the
pair dug through the adobe wall and made their
escape.

Unfortunately for them. they were wearing
irons about their legs which they needed to
remove. When they tried to get a local Indian to
saw them off, the Quechan reported it to the loeal
sheriff. They were recaptured the next day.

News about how easily the two escaped led to
talk here about the need for a territorial prison,
but no immediate action was taken. Yuma's
newspaper, The zona Sentinel, commented on
the lack of jail security on Feb. 22, suggesting that
in the absence of a secure jail. the ereation of
another vigilante group might be a good idea
An earlier Yun gilance committee hanged
the killer of a wagon master in 1866, but it ce;
to exist when it seemed law and order w:
re-established. “A well-organized v
committee will deal out more justice in a single
vear than all the law in the country,” Yuma Editor
C.1L. Minor suggested in an editorial in his
rizona Sentinel
he two men why had been recaptured were
guilty of a hideous crime. Their murder of
merchant Michael McCartney shocked Yuma in
December of 1872, Knowing that the ictim was
in the habit of locking himself into his store and
remaining drunk for several days at a time, the
pair entered his building by removing a part of
the wall. Finding McCartney in an aleoholic sleep.
Sato held a lighted candle while Fernandez killed
the stor ser with an axe.

How the killers were apprehended wasn't
disclosed in the existing 1872 Yuma newspapers.
Only a f artial issues of the first Yuma
Newspape e Free Press, still exist and don't
mention it. Neither does the Sentinel which be
publication later that year

The pair were arrested and charged with
I urder by the tin riney had been buried
3. both were convicted.
as sentenced to death while Soto
vmu;smln\wlmun with a life term. Whether Soto
was a witness against Fernandez wasn't reported
sed in Yuma on May 2,
rnandez was the first
experienced

»gal execution Yum;
By then. a

murderers William Gertrude, Patrick Luny,
Quechan Que-cha-qua. and two other prisoners
held on misdemeanor charkes Soto es(-nped on

razor. lh(l\ somehow got free. The
their way out of thenew adobe jail. They also used
the tools to remove the irons from around their
ankles and set off in different directions.

Three of them, Gertrude, McGuire and Luny
stole a boat on the banks of the Colorado. They
traveled down to Mexico where McGuire and
Gertrude went ashore and hid for several days in
Mexican home, Luny continued farther into
Mexico

Perhaps believing they were safe after a few
days in hiding, McGuire and Gertrude crossed
back into the United States and headed for the
California coast. They got as far as Coyote Wells
before they were recaptured by a Yuma deputy
sheriff who was searching for them. It appears
that Luny was never recaptured.

Que-cha-qua, the Quechan, was serving a
sentence for the Killing of Yuma County Sherifl’
James Dana. Instead of heading for California as
MeGuire and Gertrude did, he remained on the
east side of the Colorado and eventually reached
Mexico. A book by ml early Arizona historian,
James McClintock, has a report about this escapee
which seems incredible, It alleges that members of
the Quechan tribe later lured Qm- ha-qua back to
the United S by promising him a feast
MecClintock wrote that the killer's brother then
beat Que-cha-que to death with a club.

Sato avoided going to California, remaining
free in Arizona Territory. He would eventually
pay some of the penalty for his crime, but he had
fourteen vears of freedom before the law caught
up with him, It was due to the efforts of the man
who became the Yuma County Sheriff in 1885,
Andrew Tyner.

Tyner was familiar with the Soto escape story
when he took office. Upon hearing rumors that
Soto might be in Tucson, the sheriff went Ihvm
looking for him several times with no success. He
Jearned that Soto had been there, but the killer
was gone when he arrives

When Tyner heard th
Tucson in March of 1886, Sheriff Tyner decided to
make one more attempt to catch him. He
succeeded capturing Soto on March 19, 1886. The
escapee was returned to waiting arms of the Yuma
ritorial Prison
Tucson’s Daily Star newspaper announced on
1887, that the Arizona Territorial
slature was so pleased about the recapture of
o that they passed a bill rewarding Sheriff
ner with §200.

Soto was again in

Elderhostel clicks with photo program

Escape the August heat
coastal community of Ventur
about digital cameras and th
all at the same time

E

o m(l learn
art of photography

lerhostel, the nation’s first and the world's

gest educs ravel organization for adults

35 and over nsoring a five-night/ six-day

program at the ( tower Inn in Ventura from
Sunday, Aug. 29, rhmn'h Friday, Sept. 3

We supply the cameras and computers
supply the imagination!
am director.

Technical instruction

vou
said Marcia Rhodes, pro

includes how to use the

The Sun publishes free listings of

information, call 539-6868 or e-

tures. cropping and image enhancement plus how
to print images, save them to a disc and send via
emall. A professional photographer will instruct
participants on how to take better pictures as well
as improve their ability to critique a photo,

Tuition is §565 for double-occupancy and §715
for single-occupancy. Cost covers all instruction,
meals and accommodations

Register for program No. 11206 online at the
Elderhostel Web site, www elderhostel org or call
toll free at 1-877-426-8056.

senior-friendly activities. For more

mail desertlife @yumasun.com.
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WHEN ARIZONA WAS YOUNG
Early jail escapes common

he Yuma Territorial Prison didn’t exist

in 1873 when Canuto Soto and a number

of other criminals demonstrated several

times how easy it was to break out of
Yuma's jail,

The lockup was an adobe structure. Soto and
Manuel Fernandez who were awaiting trial for
murder demonstrated the weakness of the jail on
Sunday. Jan. 5. Using a piece of a broken file, the
pair dug through the adobe wall and made their
esCape.

Unfortunately for them, they were wearing
irons about their legs which they needed to
remove. When they tried to get a loeal Indian to
saw them off, the Quechan reported it to the local
sheriff. They were recaptured the next day.

News about how easily the two escaped led to
talk here about the need for a territorial prison,
but no immediate action was taken, Yuma's
newspaper, The Arizona Sentinel, commented on
the lack of jail security on Feb, 22, suggesting that
in the absence of a secure jail, the ereation of
another vigilante group might be a good idea.

An earlier Yuma vigilance committee hanged
the killer of a wagon master in 1866, but it ceased
to exist when it seemed law and order was
re-established. “A well-organized vigilance
committee will deal out more justice in a single
vear than all the law in the country,” Yuma Editor
C.L. Minor suggested in an editorial in his
Arizona Sentinel,

The two men who had been recaptured were
ouilty of a hideous crime. Their murder of
merchant Michael MeCartney shocked Yuma in
December of 1872 Knowing that their victim was
in the habit of locking himself into his store and
remaining drunk for several davs at a time, the
pair entered his building by removing a part of
the wall. Finding McCartnev in an alcoholic sleep,
Soto held a lighted candle while Fernandez killed
the storekeeper with an axe,

How the killers were apprehended wasn't
disclosed in the existing 1872 Yuma newspapers.
Only a few partial igsues of the first Yuma
newspaper, The Free Press, still exist and don't
mention it. Neither does the Sentinel which began
publication later that vear,

The pair were arrested and charged with
murder by the time McCartney had been buried.
Tried in March of 1873, both were convicted,
Fernandez was sentenced to death while Soto
escaped execution with a life term. Whether Soto
was a witness against Fernandez wasn't reported
in the local newspaper. Hanged in Yuma on May 2,
1873, the execution of Fernandez was the first
legal execution Yoma experienced.

By then, a new jail had been built. It proved no
more secure than the earlier one. Along with

murderers William Gertrude, Patrick Luny,
Quechan Que-cha-qua, and two other prisoners
held on misdemeanor charges, Soto escaped on
Oct. 26, 1873, Using a spike, a piece of iron. and a
razor, they somehow got free. The six felons dug
their way out of thenew adobe jail. They alsoused
the tools to remove the irons from around their
ankles and set off in different directions.

Three of them, Gertrude, McGuire and Luny
stole a boat on the banks of the Colorado. They
traveled down to Mexico where MeGuire and
Gortrude went ashore and hid for several days in
a Mexican home, Luny continued farther into
Mexico,

Perhaps believing they were safe after a few
days in hiding, McGuire and Gertrude crossed
back into the United States and headed for the
California coast. They got as far as Coyote Wells
before they were recaptured by a Yuma deputy
sheriff who was searching for them. It appears
that Luny was never recaptured.

Gue-cha-qua. the Quechan, was serving a
sentence for the Killing of Yuma County Sheriff
James Dana. Instead of heading for California as
MeGuire and Gertrude did, he remained on the
east side of the Colorado and eventually reached
Mexico. A book by an early Arizona historian,
James MeClintock, has a report about this escapee
which seems incredible. It alleges that members of
the Quechan tribe later lured Que-cha-qua back to
the United States by promising him a feast.
MeClintock wrote that the Killer's brother then
beat Gue-cha-que to death with a club,

Soto avoided going to California, remaining
free in Arizona Territory. He would eventually
pay some of the penalty for his crime, but he had
fourteen vears of freedom before the law caught
up with him. It was due to the efforts of the man
who became the Yuma County Sheriff in 1885,
Andrew Tyner.

Tvner was familiar with the Soto escape story
when he took office. Upon hearing rumors that
Soto might be in Tucson, the sheriff went there
looking for him several times with no success, He
learned that Soto had been there, but the Killer
was gone when he arrived.

When Tvner heard that Soto was again in
Tueson in March of 1886, Sheriff Tyner decided to
make one more attempt to catch him. He
suceeeded capturing Soto on March 19, 1886. The
escapee was returned to waiting arms of the Yuma
Territorial Prison.

Tucson's Daily Star newspaper announced on
Feh. 2, 1887, that the Arizona Territorial
Legislature was so pleased about the recapture of
Soto that they passed a bill rewarding Sheriff
Tyner with S200,

Frark Love is 4 Yuma histonian
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