OPINION

Free market
at work with
movie forma

» High quality DVD technology
successfully lures U.S. consumers

Predicting whether a new
technology will become a suc-
cessful consumer product can
be tricky.

For example, the new high
definition television is a giant
step forward in picture clarity
but has yet to catch the imagi-
nation of most consumers,
probably because it is so
pricey and they do not see
enough added benefit over
what they now have, In fact,
the reception for HDTV has
been so lukewarm that the
government decided" it must
mandate it for future televi-
sions in order for it to proceed
in a timely manner.

Leaving out the debate over
whether such a government
mandate is right for a con
sumer product (it isn't), the
fact is that most technologies
must succeed on their own.
The technology has to catch
the imagination of consumers
and be seen as either essential
to their lives or a good value.

After the fact, it's easy to
see why things caught on, but
there is an even longer list of
things that consumers rejected

- products like the eight-track
tape decks, which are now
pretty much forgotten.

One new technology that
has really caught on big time

much to the surprise of
some analysts is the DVD
video format. Not only
DVD machines now sitting
beside televisions in many
homes but they are a popular
feature on newer computers,
where users can play very
graphical games in addition to
watching movies.

For the uninitiated, DVD
discs are the size of music
compact discs and offer a lot
more space than the typical
VHS video tape. This allows
mCl\HF companies to put “ex
tras” like deleted scenes, docu
mentaries, music videos and
commentaries on the same
disc as the movie, if they
choose to do so.

Another big selling point of
the DVD is that it is a digital
format (like high definition
TV) and therefore allows for
significantly better sound and
picture quality than deo
tape. DVD fans compare it to a
movie theater experience — as
long as one has a larger screen
TV and a good
The difference ]
however, even on “run of the
mill" equipment

Developers of the technol-
ogy assumed that the extras
and the higher quality would
be popular with “videofiles”
the dedicated movie watchers
who watch films repeatedly
and can quote lines from them.
But that is a pretty small por-
tion of the consumer market
the key question was whether
it would be adopted by the
majority of consumers.

I must admit as an early
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adopter of the DVD format —
back when it was hard to find
movies to buy or rent in Yuma

I had my doubts that con-
sumers would put enough of a
premium on picture quality
and video extras to make it a
SUCCess.

This doubt was increased
when some major movie dis-
tributors resisted the format
because they feared high qual
ity copies could be made and
because they didn’t want to
have to deal with dual formats

DVD and VHS.

But the answer came pretty
quickly that this was some-
thing that consumers not only
but demanded. It has
t rate of acceptance
er technology in
t seems 1o be

n-pl.umu VHS for movies
although for now VHS
remains the TV recording

option of choice because there
is not yet an affordable DVD
recording machine.

Some studios have reduced
the number of movies they
release on VHS, and movie
rental stores are increasing
space for DVD movies and
reducing shelve space for VHS

pected to continue.

The popularity of the for-
mat has resulted in a precipi-
tous drop in prices, as usually
happens with consumer elec-

tronics. Regular DVD ma-
chines that were once §500 are
now often selling for $140 or
less.

And movie studios that
were once reluctant to get on
board now are rushing to take
advantage of the format, often
offering special and more
expensive collector’s  edi-
tions with lots of extras on
them.

Research has shown that
consumers really like the
extras. Their favorite extra is
the deleted scenes that didn’t
make it into the final movie,
The extra content used to be
pretty haphazard, but now
movie studies are keeping the
need for extras in mind as
they do movies and producing
special content.

The DVD revolution is evi
dence of the free market at
work. When consumers see
something they like and con-
sider a good value, they will
buy it — without any mandate
from the government.

Terry Rass is editor of The Sun
E-mail trossDyumasun.com
Phone 539-6870
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BY FRANK LOVE

The Yuma County seat was
in La Paz when James Dana
was appointed sheriff to replace
David King anuary of 1868,
Located about 100 miles north
of Yuma near the ri he vil-
lage was dving because the Col-
orado River changed course
leaving La Paz some distance
away. Residents were moving
south to newly created Ehren-
berg or to Yuma.

Then known as Arizona
City, Yuma would become the
county seat a year later. How
much longer Sheriff Dana
remained in dying La Paz is
unknown, but he was in Yuma
by November 1869. It was in
that month a normally peaceful
Texan, Bronco Bill Harbon,
decided to get drunk and try to
shoot Sheriff Dana.

A friend of Harbon's, Gilbert
Welker, tried to warn him ear
lier that day to sober up if he
hoped to stay out of trouble, but
Bronco Bill ignored him. When
Bill later entered Julius Sam-
ster’s store and found the bar
ber had quit and left town, he
flew into a rage ing his gun
into the ceiling.

The sound of gunfire
brought Sheriff Dana who
demanded to know who was
shooting. When Harbon denied
firing the shot, Dana let him go,
but had to face him again an
hour later.

At about 9 that evening,
Bronco Bill entered Jones’

=

WHEN ARIZONA WAS YOUNG

Saloon and began bellowing
that he would “capture the
town before morning.” Suspect-
ing trouble from the drunk,
Sheriff Dana visited his office
to get handcuffs to use if he had
to arrest Broneo Bill

Entering the Jones' Saloon
behind Harbon, Sheriff Dana
told the inebriated cowboy to be
peaceable. Bronco Bill respon-
ded by opening fire on the
officer with his six-shooter. The
sheriff responded with his gun.
Within seconds, Harbon was on
the floor, wounded twice by
Dana’s bullets. He was dead by
morning.

Another argument between
two men at a drinking party in
January of 1870 led to a gun-
fight between party-goers,
which brought Sheriff Dana to
the scene. It ended with two
men dead, another with a stab
wound in the chest and a fourth
with a badly bruised head
resulting from it being struck
with a hooter. After inves-
tigating, Sheriff Dana arrested
Chico Fino and charged him
with the two killing:

There was no newspaper in
Yuma until 1871 when the Ari-
zona Free Press began publica-
tion. Unfortunately, only two
partial issues of that pioneer
Journal exist, so the story of the
killing of Sheriff Dana in Sep
tember of 1871 comes from
other sources: James McClin-
tock’s book izona: Prehis
toric, Aborigi Mod
ern” and the San Diego Union

newspaper of Sept. 28, 1871

na became in
volved when a Mexican wom
an’s mutilated body was discov
ered in Yuma. Why Sheriff
Dana suspected Indians of her
murder is unknown, but . he
decided to take a posse led by
Constable O.F. Townsend to the
village across the river to ques-
tion some Quechaus,

The San Diego paper sug
gests that Dana wanted to
search an Indian home for evi
dence. Why the sheriff and his
posse crossed the river into Cal
ifornia where he had no author:
ity is not explained in either of
the sources. If he believed
Quechans were involved in the
death of the woman, he should
have called upon forn
authoriti investi
Louis Jae the pioneer ferry
man who lived on the west side
of the river, ofter d in offi
cial matters involving people
living there. It would appear
that Sheriff Dana was out of his
Jurisdiction

The Quechan villagers re
sisted the invasion. They may
have reasoned that since they
were in California, Yuma offic
ers had no right to be there,

A general battle followed
with the posse fighting the fam
ily and relatives of the man
If Dana wanted to ques
tion, a Que n known as Big
Charlie. Several Quechans
were killed including Big Char
lie, his mother and father.

Big Charlie's mother didn't
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Sheriff’s job in early Yuma dangerous one

» James Dana didn't survive last confrontation on wrong side of river

die easily. Sheriff Dana ignoréd
her, thinking that she was o
threat. He was wrong. The
woman suddenly grabbed an
axe, striking the sheriff in the
shoulder. He responded by
shooting her, and turned his
attention to other fighting
going on around him. That was
a mistake also because a cousin
of Big Charlie fired an arrow at
the sheriff. killing him. Before
the posse could react and seize
Dana’s attacker, the Quechan
fled

McClintock’s account of
what followed is very difficult
for this writer to accept. He sus-
pects it is myth, but has no evi-
dence it is untrue

McClintock reported that the
Quechan who killed Sheriff
Dana managed to escape across
the border into Mexico. The
name of Dana’s killer wasn't
given in MeClintock’s book. It
claims Yuma authorities de-
cided they had to punish the
sheriff's killer and told the
Quechans he had to be put to
death. MeClintock wrote that
the Quechan chief eed and
designated the [ndian’s brother
to kill him. The book claims the
Quechan was invited back
across the border to attend an
Indian feast. When he came, he
was beaten to death with a club
used by his brother, Do you
believe that? I don't

FRANK LOVE 15 a local historian

THE MIGHTY PEN

Pigs pretty bright,
but chickens OK, too

George Orwell was right
about pigs. But he sold the
chickens short.

In Orwell's
the pigs I
throw their
and t,lkt-(-

Animal Farm,”
revolt 1o over-
uman uppn'-.\nr

ln-rml pigs
bright. Just as Orw

ed, pigs demonstrate “cunning
behavior. use aggression to
establish a social order and can
exploit colleagues to obtain
food

But the same researchers
say chickens aren’t the dumb
lackeys Orwell described. They
are more akin 1o the industri

ous poultry from the animated

film “Chicken Run,” who build
an airy ne and quite literally
fly the coop. It seems chickens

learn from each other
adapt their behavior
navigate,

an
and can

TORONTO GLOBE an

Debate different today

The Editor's Notebook by
Terry Ross on Sept. 1 regarding
the use of Collin Powell's phi:
losophy for justifying conflicts
was appropriate for our invol
vement in Desert Storm. At
that time, we were confronted
with a rogue pation's attempt
to take control essentially of
the world's oil supply.

The current debate is not
about a rogue nation taking
control of oll but rather an
agenda of terrorism throughout
the world. Hitler came to power
in the 1930s and began to imple-
ment his Third Reich's agenda.
At this moment in history, our
political leaders had the oppor-
tunity to quickly stop him with
minimum military and politi-
cal effort but lacked the cour-
age and political will.

Many claim that the coali-
tion forces in Desert Storm
failed to remove Saddam from
power. However, the United
Nation resolution was limited
to only removing him from
Kuwait, with the hope that
would cause his on-
estly, the integrity of the
United Nations should be seri-
ously questioned when they
appoint Libya to chair their
Civil Rights Commission and
initially removed the United
States as a sitting member. We
should also consider how many
member nations of the umm
Nations represent dictator-
ships or other rogue govern-
ments denying civil rights.

i

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

the use of WMD against us

before we respond. Remember

hmwviwn liberals were quick to blame

‘opinions on this. page. Send them to: the current administration for

Letters to the Eétor failed opportunities by the pre

P:I:-lh vious administration. Are these

Yoma, A2 45366 same liberals and politicians

or e-mail them to publicly willing to be held

- T o e accountable for their opposi

wvbmlasions s tion to possible preemptive
u’:::::nqm& strikes?

amy submissions. Credits of bylines may or We need to know which

may nol accompany published oo leader or politician is willing to

g o 3 o ights, S interet i ly accept blackmail by

the submissions, inchuding af copyrights and I‘ﬂd]l:dl terrorist groups advo

robatod moral ghts. cating their own religious in

There are those who argue
that we need hard irrefutable
evidence that Saddam or other
rogue leaders are actually
involved in terrorism or intend
to use weapons of mass destrue-
tion (WMD) against others.
Never mind that prior evidence
and or events clearly demon-
strate a past willingness to use
such tvpes of weapons. They
would ignore common sense as
part of the justification to elimi-
nate what is clearly a world-
wide terrorism threat to those
in opposition. This is even an
integral part of the liberals’
rationale to revise history by
arguing that using the atomic
‘bomb on Japan was wrong.

The debate should not be
based on concrete evidence con-
necting any dictator to support-
ing or covertly providing WMD
to terrorist elements. The de-
bate should be about whether
‘we are willing to blindly accept

terpretation of Islam. Consider
this key fact of terrorism
cal terrorism has finally
reached such a level that they
recruit children to be active
participants.

Yuma Regional Medical Cen
ter hires emergency o
physicians. How many of vou
would entrust your child's
health care to an emergency
certified physician if they had
only taken a biology course in
college? Then why entrust your
children to emergency certified
teachers in the classroom? Yes,
they are certified: emergency
certified! This means lhey have
a bachelor's degree in some
field.

Research shows it takes
three vears for a child to
recover from being in the class
of an ineffective teacher. Now,
not all of these people are

ineflective and perhaps some
whao are regularly certified m:
also be ineffective. But if your
first-grader is being taught to
read by someone who has a
» in chemistry, 1 don
belie they have the same
expertise as someone who has
taken hours of instruction on
how to teach reading,

If Yuma does not havd
enough qualified teachers, thej
need to recruit in areas thfi
have an abundance of teachers,
Ask your child’s teachers if
they are certified or emergency
certified. It does make a differ-
ence in your child’s education!

BETH McKERMAN

Yuma
32nd Street looks junky

Why is it every time somes
body rents out a piece of prop.
erty on 32nd Street it becomes g
junk yard or just looks junky’

It definitely doesn 4
newcomers or touri
come to check us out: What g
beautiful place to live, I think }
would like to make this my
home.

They are really making aq
effort in old Yuma to make this
a nice place to live or visit
Can’'t we do something about
32nd Street for people who have
to go by the junk vard area tp
get there, If they are going 14
use all of these rented pieces of
property for junk, make them
put a fence up high enough ®
cover the unsightly mess. |

(AROLE

Yuma
G 3
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BY FRANK LOVE

The Yuma County seat was
in La Paz when James Dana
was appointed sheriff to replace
David King in January of 1869.
Located about 100 miles north
of Yuma near the river, the vil-
lage was dying because the Col-
orado River changed course
leaving La Paz some distance
away. Residents were moving
south to newly created Ehren-
berg or to Yuma.

Then known as Arizona
City, Yuma would become the
county seat a year later. How
much longer Sheriff Dana
remained in dying La Paz is
unknown, but he was in Yuma
by November 1869. It was in
that month a normally peaceful
Texan, Bronco Bill Harbon,
decided to get drunk and try to
shoot Sheriff Dana.

A friend of Harbon's, Gilbert
Welker, tried to warn him ear-
lier that day to sober up if he
hoped to stay out of trouble, but
Bronco Bill ignored him. When
Bill later entered Julius Sam-
ster's store and found the bar-
ber had quit and left town, he
flew into a rage, firing his gun
into the ceiling.

The sound of gunfire
brought Sheriff Dana who
demanded to know who was
shooting. When Harbon denied
firing the shot, Dana let him go,
but had to face him again an
hour later.

At about 9 that evening,
Bronco Bill entered Jones'
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Sheriff's job in early Yuma dangerous one

» James Dana didn't survive last confrontation on wrong side of river

Saloon and began bellowing
that he would “capture the
town before morning.” Suspect-
ing trouble from the drunk,
Sheriff Dana visited his office
to get handcuffs to use if he had
to arrest Bronco Bill.

Entering the Jones' Saloon
behind Harbon, Sheriff Dana
told the inebriated cowboy to be
peaceable. Bronco Bill respon-
ded by opening fire on the
officer with his six-shooter. The
sheriff responded with his gun.
Within seconds, Harbon was on
the floor, wounded twice by
Dana’s bullets. He was dead by
morning.

Another argument between
two men at a drinking party in
January of 1870 led to a gun-
fight between party-goers,
which brought Sheriff Dana to
the scene. It ended with two
men dead, another with a stab
wound in the chest and a fourth
with a badly bruised head
resulting from it being struck
with a six-shooter. After inves-
tigating, Sheriff Dana arrested
Chico Fino and charged him
with the two killings.

There was no newspaper in
Yuma until 1871 when the Ari-
zona Free Press began publica-
tion. Unfortunately, only two
partial issues of that pioneer
journal exist, so the story of the
killing of Sheriff Dana in Sep-
tember of 1871 comes from
other sources: James McClin-
tock’s book “Arizona: Prehis-
toric, Aboriginal, Pioneer, Mod-
ern” and the San Diego Union

newspaper of Sept. 28, 1871,

Sheriff Dana became in-
volved when a Mexican wom-
an's mutilated body was discov-
ered in Yuma. Why Sheriff
Dana suspected Indians of her
murder is unknown, but .he
decided to take a posse led by
Constable O.F. Townsend to the
village across the river to ques-
tion some Quechuus.

The San Diego paper sug:
gests that Dana wanted to
search an Indian home for evi-
dence. Why the sheriff and his
posse crossed the river into Cal-
ifornia where he had no author-
ity is not explained in either of
the sources. If he believed
Quechans were involved in the
death of the woman, he should
have called upon California
authorities to investigate.
Louis Jaeger, the pioneer ferry-
man who lived on the west side
of the river, often acted in offi-
cial matters involving people
living there. It would appear
that Sheriff Dana was out of his
jurisdiction,

The Quechan villagers re-
sisted the invasion. They may
have reasoned that since they
were in California, Yuma offic-
ers had no right to be there.

A general battle followed
with the posse fighting the fam-
ily and relatives of the man
Sheriff Dana wanted to ques
tion, a Quechan known as Big
Charlie. Several Quechans
were killed including Big Char-
lie, his mother and father.

Big Charlie's mother didn’t

die easily. Sheriff Dana ignored
her, thinking that she was no
threat. He was wrong. The
woman suddenly grabbed an
axe, striking the sheriff in the
shoulder. He responded by
shooting her, and turned his
attention to other fighting
going on around him. That was
a mistake also because a cousin
of Big Charlie fired an arrow at
the sheriff, killing him. Before
the posse could react and seize
Dana's attacker, the Quechan
fled.

McClintock's account of
what followed is very difficult
for this writer to accept. He sus-
pects it is myth, but has no evi-
dence it is untrue.

McClintock reported that the
Quechan who killed Sheriff
Dana managed to escape across
the border into Mexico. The
name of Dana's killer wasn't
given in McClintock’s book. It
claims Yuma authorities de-
cided they had to punish the
sheriff's killer and told the
Quechans he had to be put to
death. McClintock wrote that
the Quechan chief agreed and
designated the Indian’s brother
to kill him. The book claims the
Quechan was invited back
across the border to attend an
Indian feast. When he came, he
was beaten to death with a club
used by his brother. Do you
believe that? 1 don’t.

FRANK LOVE is a local historian.



