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ACCU WEATHER® FORECAST FOR YUMA
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Tuesday at Harry 5. Truman High School |

Bush: U
enough

ASSOCIATED PRESS
PRESIDENT BUSH TALKS ABOUT spending and the budget during a speech

n Independence, Mo

.S. has
money

for tax cut

» President
denies threat to
Social Security

and Medicare

ASSOCIATED PRESS

INDEPENDENCE, Mo
President Bush said Tuesdav he
will give his family's $600 tax
rebate o -'I|..-L'-.". as he fiercely
defended his tax cut
Democratic || rees th

against
dat it has

already imperiled Medicare and
Social Security
In Harry Truman's home-

town, at a high school named for
the president who first champi
oned federal health benefits for
the elderly, Bush swore that
under his administration “everv
dime that comes into Medicare
will be spent on Medicare.”

He also sought to assure
Americans that “we've got
enough money” to pay for his
tax cuts. pay down more than
$100 billion in public debt and
boost spending on defense and
education — all without dipping
into Social Security reserves.

“T know this: We're not going
to raise the taxes on the people. |
know this: That we're going to
make sure additional spending
doesn’'t cut into essential pro-
grams like Social Security and
Medicare,” the president said

He expressed confidence
there would be no government
shutdown over a spending stale-
mate with Congress, but he did
suggest he would veto any bill
that spent more than what Con-
gress agreed to in a budget reso-
lution earlier this year.

Bush spoke on the eve of a
scheduled announcement by the
Office of Management and Bud-
get, updating projections of the
federal surplus. The new esti:
mates are expected to show that
the Medicare surplus — as with
all but about §1 billion of the rest

of the general-revenue surplus

15 gone

Democrats blamed the
tax cut

‘1 se¢ no more irresponsible
act than that of the Bush admin
istration’'s tax cut.,)”” Senate
Appropriations Committee
chairman Robert Byrd, D-W.Va.,
said in an interview. “It was the
tax cut that was based on faulty
projections.”

The Democratic National
Committes aired TV ads in a
half-dozen cities, including Inde
pendence, saying Bush's budget
raids Medicare and “violates
one of Harry Truman's basic
;urtnv:plh-.w protecting our
senlors

KRaren Hughes, counselor to
the president, argued that the
Bush administration had simply
used the surplus in the Medicare
Part A trust fund, which pays
for seniors’ hospital stays. to
cover the deficit in Medicare
Part B. which pays for doctor
VISILs

“The Democrats’ logic is they
will fund only the hospital part
of Medicare, not the doctors’
part, and we think we should
pay both,” Hughes said.

The DNC spots were prepared
by the ad team used by former
Vice President Al Gore in last
vear's contested election. Bush
dismissed them as the work of
partisans and big spenders.

Outside Truman High Schoaol
were other reminders of the 2000
recount as demonstrators, carry-
ing signs that read “Get out of
Al's house!” and “Undo the
coup,” lined up among more wel-
coming local residents,

Bush asserted that the slow-
ing economy ate up what, as late
as April, was projected to be a
£284 billion surplus for this vear.
Social Security receipts, which
both parties have agreed to sepa-
rate from general revenues,
account for nearly the entire
$158 billion surplus that is
expected to be realized for the
fiscal year that ends Sept. 30

“The slowdown is serious,
folks, Make no mistake about
it,” Bush told a friendly audi-
ence inside the school gym.

Bush
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average fell by 145 points while
bath the technology-heavy Nas
dag composite index and the
Standard & Poor's 500 index hit
four-month lows

“The market is beginning to
realize that the economy is not
going to roar back to life. It is

economist at Standard & Poor’s
Co. in New York

The Fed action lowered the
federal funds rate, the interest
that banks charge on loans to
each other, by a quarter-point to
3.6 percent, the second consecu
tive quarier point move

Those cuts had been preceded
by five half-point moves as the
Fed made its most aggressive
effort in 19 vears to reduce bor-

- 2 FowWIng costs as a way 1o spur a
going to creep out of this hole ~'I1:u:::::h BCONOMY ;
said David Wyss, chiel Commercial banks quickly
DRIVER Duarte related that he real
! ! ized the seriousness of the
FROM PAGE A1 charge and he expected to “do

time” and wanted someone to

he said any additional charges
won't be added to the justice
court complaint. Instead, Haws
sald the case will be referred to
the grand jury, which may add
charges before the case Is sent to
Yuma County Superior Court

The justice court complaint
was filed against Duarte on Aug
6 after Yuma police determined
that Duarte was driving a 1998
Chevrolet pickup that backed up
over Christopher, who lived at
1946 Walnut Ave., and continued
on until bystanders attracted the
attention of the driver, who then
removed the child from under
the pickup. After Christopher
was freed, the driver drove off,
according to police. Christopher
was taken to Yuma Regional
Medical Center, where he was
pronounced dead on arrival

Duarte was arrested Monday
at the San Luis Port of Entry
after he turned himself in to
authorities. He was booked into
Yuma County jail.

Police were told on Aug. &
that Duarte probably would turn
himself in. In an interview with
an investigator, Astolpho Caza-
res, 4 man who has EKnown
Duarte for a number of vears,
told police he had talked with
Duarte in San Luis Rio Colo
rado, Son., after the accident

At that time, Cazares said
Duarte was very upset about the
death of Christopher and wanted
to turn himself in. However,
Duarte said he first wanted to
bring his 7-vear-old son to his
parents who live In Sinaloa,
Mexico, according to Cazares

take care of his son while he was
in prison, according to a report
filed by the investigator who
talked with Cazares

Duarte also related the cir
cumstances of the accident 1o
Cazares, the report said. He said
he went to the trailer park to
buy some tires for his pickup
truck from Christopher's step
father, Rene Contreras, accord
ing to the report

When Duarte found that Con-
treras wasn't home, he said he
got into his pickup, backed out
headed north on Walnut Ave
nue, the report said. It wasn't
until he saw someone try to flag
him down that he realized some-
thing was wrong, according to
the report

Duarte said he
pickup, saw the
neath, freed the
undercarriage, then panicked
and drove away, according to
the report. The bicvele was still
under the pickup, so Duarte said
he swerved the pickup in a “fish
tail” to free it, the report stated

He said he drove around
awhile and decided to drive back
to the accident scene, the report
said, but when he saw commo-
tion there, he left the area and
didn’t return again

According to court docu-
ments, Duarte is an illegal alien
from Mexico who has served
time in prison for a felony forg:

stopped the
child under
child from the

erv conviction in the United
States
Loren Lishax can D® reached at

listiakiTyumasun.com or 539-6857
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worker, loyal friend and a
devout Christian. He may have
passed through life, but life
didn't pass him by.

Mever joined the Marines at
age 17. He retired as a gunnery
sergeant, having served in the
Gulf War and having earned
commendation medals along the
way. He became a Yuma County
sheriffs deputy in 1994.

Major James Davidson loved
serving under Meyer. Meyer's
temper and expertise meant
other Marines both loved and
feared him, he sald. They always

wanted to do better under his_

leadership, he said.

“When Mike got,mad, the
more crooked his finger got
when he shook it at you,” said
Davidson, whose remark made
some people chuckle.

In 1993, Meyer put out a fire
that ignited on an aircraft one
evening during a local test
flight, His actions saved lives,
Davidson said.

Meyer had a softer side few
people knew about. While away

from home he would eross-stitch
pictures for his wife

“The kev here is verv sim-
ple,” sald Marine James Shep
ard. “Mike lived one way

through his Bible and through
his family. ,.. You may not have
seen him with a lot of smiles, but

anybody who knew him, knew
he was a kitty cat.”
As a senior deputy, Meyer

patrolled the areas lakes and riv-
ers. It was a perfect job for some-
one who loved the water, Sheriff
Ralph Ogden said

Mever received numerous let-
ters of praise during his’ law
enforcement career, including
one from a man Meyer arrested
for drug possession. The young
man had thanked Mever for set-
ting him straight.

Mother Kay Meyer said her
son devoted his heart to God.
She named him Michael, a
strong name that means “who is
like the Lord,"” she said.

“l believe one door closes and
another one opens,” she said,
“We know what door has opened
for Mike."

Kesry Pohiman can be reached at
kpohimani@yumasun.com or 5396872
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matched the Fed's latest move,
pushing their prime lending
rate. the benchmark for millions
of consumer and business loans
down to 6.5 percent, the lowest
level for the prime rate since the
spring of 1994

In explaining the decision,
the Fed said it remained con
cerned that “business profits
and capital spending continue to
weaken and growth abroad s
slowing.”

However, the central
Struck a more positive

bank
tone by

HONG KONG
BUFFET

344-6181
DINE-IN « CARRY-OUT
Open Dally 10:30AM-10PM

noting that “household demand
has been sustained.” In June,
the Fed had worried that con-
sumer demand. which accounts

for two-thirds of total economig®
activity, was growing at a weak ,

rate

Analysts saw the changed
view about consumer demand as
evidence that Federal Reserve
Chairman Alan Greenspan and
his colleagues are beginning o
feel more confident that they
have laid the foundation for a
sustainable recovery
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The City of Yuma, Yuma

Department of Housing

faced by the community.

This meeting will serve

For more information

343-8602.

NOTICE OF

EMPOWERMENT ZONE MEETING l.
“VISION FOR CHANGE"

The future of Yuma County and Downtown Yuma

Thursday, August 23, 6:30PM l
City of Yuma Council Chambers

Located in the back of City Hall
180 West 1*

Cocopah Nation, and the Greater Yuma Economic
Development Corporation (GYEDC)
together as partners to submit an application to the US

(HUD) for Empowerment Zone (EZ) designation. The
main component of the application is a strategic plan
which will address economic and social challenges

community to provide direction for the plan.

partners need your input to put a plan together
which will meet the community’s needs.

Assistant Director of Community Development (928)

Street, Yuma

County, City of Somerton,

have joined

and Urban Development

as an opportunity for the
The

contact Pete Erlenbach,
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